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Exciting & Fun Ac-
tivities Upcoming
Field
Day,
J Classes,
Fund
Raisers,
b Fox
Hunts,

Got Stuff?? “Recy-
cle” it!!

for some old QSTs,
books, magazines, or
hardware?

Donate them to the
club library, where
they can be re-used
by others. WeOre
especially looking for
unused radios which
can be loaned out to
new Hams to help get

Contests, Spaghetti
Feeds, and More! All
coming up soon.
Page?2

Looking for a good home

with Amateur
Radio

|-_
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Meet The Members
This month we proble
Ed Aho [W7LY], and
hear how he got into
Ham Radio, and the
history heOs seen in the
hobbyPage 1, below

them on the air. You
can retain ownership
of radios and still
allow them to be
loaned out, doing
double duty.

Tips, Tricks &
Hints Golumn
Share your hard
learned tips with
others, and get some
back in return. !
Page2

Website Tidbits

Each month, weQll cover a small bit of the
W7BU.org website. Remember, this is YOUR
website, and you can make it better by making
suggestions for new things, how to make it
more effective in the things that are there now,
and by submitting information to put onto it.

www.w7bu.org/forums

All Forum One,
One Forum All

The forums are an
extremely useful,

and horribly under -
used, feature of the
website. We initially
had some challenges
with the forums be -
cause of a buggy
system, and they
hidden under the
Members® Only
Area, but thatOs all
changed - they are
rebuilt with a very
stable interface, and
accessible to anyone.

The first thing you

will want to do is register using whatever user
name and password combination you choose.
You will get an email with a link in it to click on
to finalize the sign-in (this is to prevent spam
robots from signing up and spewing their
worthless crud all over the boards.
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The Forums operate like the old-time Obulletin
boardsO many may remember - you may post
messages, start new threads, respond to old
ones, argue, rag-chew, or just read and learn
from others. Virtually any topic is welcome,
whether itOs Ham related or not. There are
even some private categories available (for
instance, the X!XYL category doesnOt even
show up to you unless the administrator de -
termines that you fit the category and gives
access to it - you you gals can have a private
place to gripe about all the OMOs.

New categories can
be added at any
time by request. A
big advantage of
using the Forums is
that you can throw
a question out to
any who read it,
and get (sometimes
multiple) answers
back, and you can
do it at any time,
day or night, so itOs
at your conven-
ience, as well as at
the convenience of
others as to when
they answer you.
Think of it as Omul-
tiple textingO to a
large group of people.
There are categories tracking the current status
of the local repeaters, places to talk about an
tennas, a swap meet board, etc., etc., etc..

Log in, poke around, post some messages,
learn a few thing. Make this the most active
part of our website!

Meet The Members

Each month, The Condenser will attempt to proble
one of SEARCOs active members, so everyone cal
get to know each other better. This month, we mee
Ed Aho [W7LY]. The following interview of Ed by
Ken Lucke [WA7PIX] in the Radio Room of the
Lightship Columbia helps us get to know him-bet
ter

Ken: Do you know when you brst started in
Ham Radio - do you remember what year?

Ed: No, | canOt remember just when | started.

K: Well, we know that youOve been operating
on the lightship for the past 27 years...

E: 28 Years,
May 12th

K: Wow, thatOs
a lot of time...
What kind of
things have
you seen come
and go in radio
that have been
benebcial to
you, and what kind of things have you seen
that you didnOt like?

E: | think everything 10ve seen IOve liked. 1tOs
moved ahead so fast that itOs mind-boggling to
think about it. Where there was Sideband and
CW and that was it, now weOve got, what do
we have, we have digital and all sorts of other
new modes. " [ConOt on page 3]



http://www.w7bu.org/forums
http://www.w7bu.org/forums
http://www.w7bu.org
http://www.w7bu.org
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The Prez SezE.

By Bernie Gildner

On a roll

best served by disassociating itself from any one the opening. Be sure and keep the slit down-
club, and that it would form its own local ward so that water drains out and does not

organization to handle its needs. Because this accumulate.
county now has more than one radio club, this 3 santee [KF7NE]

decision was just a matter of time.
SEARC Club Activities

One of the problems was SEARC had built up

| must say this year has stated out with lots of go@guipment to use for ARES activities, during the

fortune in the clubOs favor.

First off, the club has held three ham classes
putting eleven new hams on the air. Not a large
number, to be sure, but each one a quality
graduate. To me just the smiles on the new
members faces as they work a radio for the prst
time is worth all the time we put into teaching
them, thanks Ken [WA7PIX], Terry [KB7SI], Don
[WA7TEM] and Frank [NM7R] for your help
teaching a class and testing.

This year. the Astoria-Warrenton Crab Fest
Committee is off and running with Nancy Lee an
Tammie Jordon at the wheel. They already have

period when there was only one club in the coun;@eld Day, Mouth of the Columbia Day, Rabbit/
K and because there was only one club, there waz0x Hunts, Contests, Camping, and much more

no question who owned the equipment. coming upon the horizon in Clatsop County - get
your gear on and participate, itOs lots of fun.

Now more than one club is active in the county, Current calendar always available at

and they all wanted the right to use the equipmenyww.w7bu.org/calendar

that our club had purchased and maintained, at no

qost to tr]em. The other club(s) considered it Coming up

OARESO equipment because we had set it aside to .

use for ARES activities. When it was pointed out¥ Sat 27 March 2010N Club Meeting (Astoria
that legally the equipment belonged to SEARC andESD Building 1000-1130). Important stuff to
not ARES, it was mandated by the ARES Regionalbe discussed - BE THERE.

Director that the separation should occur. y Sat 3 April 2010N SEARC/STARS Fox

d - i
&0 good-bye ARES (within our club), good-luck, Hunt (Seaside) Sat 1400-1700

good turn-out of volunteers to help with the eventand letOs move on. The SEARC will still support ¥ Fri-Sun 16, 17, & 18 April 2010N Technician

but please if you can help, call Nancy or Tammie ARES with manpower N all activities will be

Ken is already on a roll for setting up Mouth of theyarticipate at their own discretion. | hope and pray

Columbia Day (Grid Day) this May 15th 2010,
held out at the South Jetty Viewing Platform
parking lot (Lot OCO).

On May 3rd SEARC and STARS will hold their
prst Fox Hunt this year, in Seaside from 2pm to
5pm. Starting in May and continuing through
September, every 2nd Saturday we will have
another hunt, with lunch after to talk about your
fox hunt war stories.

So, you can see this year there is lots of activitie
some work and lots of fun but N most important
lots of fellowship. If you have anything you want
do give me a call, on the air or e-mail me by
clicking on my link on the clubOs web site,
www.W7BU.org.

Until next time keep your batteries charged and
antenna tuned, and 73 to you all.

Bernie [KD7UDX]

B Y Jes

SEARC President

Good-By Old Friend

The Sunset Empire Amateur Radio Club lost an
old friend this month. [ARES]. | saw this coming
for about a year and a half now so it was not a
surprise.

After a meeting between the Sunset Empire

Licensing Class* (Astoria ESD Building. Fri
1800-2100, Sat/Sun 1000-1800. Open VE
(testing) session 1700-1800 on Sun (walk-in
testing/upgrades welcome). Pre-
registration preferred.

planned by ARES, and SEARC members will

this move will make ARES strong again and all
members from all the clubs can and will move on
and continue to participate in the actual activities ¥ Fri-Sun 23-25 April 2010N Astoria-
Warrenton Crab Festival Fund Raising
Booth. Contact Committee Chairperson
Nancy Lee or Tammie Jordan to volunteer.

Bernie Gildner [KD7UDX]

Tips, Tricks & Hints

If you have a tip, trick, hint or fun fact, submit
them (with pictures if you have them) to

Swebmaster@w?bu.org‘)nce again, Jim Santee
[KF7NE] has provided us with this monthOs tip.

¥ Fri-Sun 7, 8, & 9 May 2010N Technician
Licensing Class* (Astoria ESD Building. Fri
1800-2100, Sat/Sun 1000-1800. Open VE
(testing) session 1700-1800 on Sun (walk-in
testing/upgrades welcome). Pre-
registration preferred.

¥ Sat 15 May 2010All day (24hrs) N OMouth
of the Columbia Day O - a Omini-beld dayO
held at Fort Stevens State Park at the View
ing Platform Parking Area. Set-up Friday
4pm, operations Saturday 0000-2359.

Fri-Sun 18, 19, & 20 Juné\ General Class
Licensing Class* (Astoria ESD Building. Fri
1800-2100, Sat/Sun 1000-1800. Open VE
(testing) session 1700-1800 on Sun (walk-in
testing/upgrades welcome). Pre-
registration required .

¥ Fri 4 June 2010N SEARC/STARS Spaghetti
Feed Fund Raiser. For details, see

http://www.w7bu.org/spaghetti

¥ Fri-Sun 4-6 June 201N SEA-PAC. Largest
Ham Convention west of the Mississippi!
For more details, See

http://www.seapac.org

¥ Sat 27 June 2010 24 hi Field Day - loca-
tion to be determined.

t9rotecting Outdoor Coax from the Weather
submitted by Jim Santee [KF7NE]:

Any cable installed outside suffers from ad -
verse effects of UV and the weather. When
you spend a lot of money and time buying
and pulling cable you really donOt want to do
this again for quite some time. To prolong the
life of outside cables | have found that slip -
ping a plastic wiring loom/cover over the
cable slows
down the ef-
fects of mother
nature and ex-
tends the life of
the installation.

¥

-

The wiring
loom that | am
using was pur-
chased from
Mouser. This is
the same type used in the automotive and
marine industry and can also be obtained
from NAPA auto parts. It is easy to install as
the cover is already split down the middle. |

¥ NOT E: All classes above have pre-class per
sonal time with instructor(s) available 0900
- 1000 on Sat/Sun mornings, and Fri/Sat

Amateur Radio Club Board of Directors and the ;sed a wooden handle of a small paintbrush
ARES Leadership, ARES decided that it would b&o open the cover while feeding the cable into

after class by appointment).

The Condenser, Issue 2010-03


http://www.w7bu.org
http://www.w7bu.org
mailto:webmaster@w7bu.org
mailto:webmaster@w7bu.org
http://www.w7bu.org/calendar
http://www.w7bu.org/calendar
http://www.apple.com/
http://www.apple.com/
http://www.apple.com/
http://www.apple.com/

A Monthly Newsletter Issue No. 2010-03

Ken [WA7PIX] teaches 3
depot the correct way to terminate a run of coax by
soldering the connector on, which heOd never done!

Meet the Members: Ed Aho [W7LY]

[conOt from Page 1]

K: CW is the ultimate digital mode, donOt you
think? 1t Os either on or off, which is the depk
nition, so to speak, of digital.

E: Right, right - and itOs a very very encourag
ing point in time to be able to talk to just about
any place in the world. CW is a mode thatOs
been here a long time, and it will be here for
the DXOer for a long time to come.

K: Nothing else gets through when CW can
still make it.

E: Right, CW will get through when sideband
will not get through.

K: Why did you get your license in the brst
place N What brought you to Ham Radio?

E: | think listening to Earl Johnson (W7FNX?) -
1&m not sure of the call sign, itOs been a lot of
years - | used to listen to him, and | thought
Ogee, that would be neat.O

K: Was he a local?

E: Yeah, he was a local - he ran his radio repair
service here in Astoria. | joined the club when
we were out at Miles Crossing - thatOs where
we had our station.

K: What changes have you seen in the club
that were either good or bad? YouOve been in
the club a long time, IOm sure youOve seen
changes and cycles of things that come and go
again. What have you seen thatOs a good
thing, and what would you change in the club
now if you could?

E: The main thing | would like to see the Club
get more participation from Club Members on
W?7BU [the Lightship Columbih For years and
years, Gene (W7YCK) and | were the only
ones who kept this station on the air for over
20 years. There have been times that there
have been a few operators have come out for a
few hours, then we wonOt see anybody for
months.

Inside of a GE Master repeater

K: The club just installed an automatic an-
tenna tuner here on the lightship. How do
you like that new piece of equipment?

E: 1tOs pretty nice - you donOt have to retune
the rig every time you change frequencies or
change bands, you have the automatic tuner
to do it for you.

K: We were glad to get it for you guys, to
make your lives here a little easier. Can you
tell me what you think of BernieOs new pro-
gram of getting people certibed to come in
and work even when you guys are not around
by having you train them on the equipment
and then mark that on their membership cards
so that they are allowed to come on board and
work the lightship any time?

E: | think itOs a good idea - as long as they
have the privileges to work the bands and
understand the rules.

K: Where do you see the future of the Lightship
Columbiaand the Club going - do you have
any ideas?

Happy graduates and new Hams out of one of our
Technician Licensing Classes. 100% Pass rate so far!

Volunteer Opportunities

With a number of upcoming activities, here is one
of the things you can do to help outE. Look in the
activities list on Page 2 for dates and times of other
various activities. Volunteering helps keep your
club strong.

You can help out at the Astoria-Warrenton
Crab Festival a couple of ways - you can join
Committe Chairperson Nancy Lee or Tammie
Jordan, and help run the Food Booth that
SEARC is going to have N this is a fund raiser
to help replace monies no longer incoming
from such events as Hood to Coast, etc. N or
you can help out on the communications side
of things N or you can swap back and forth
and do both!

The booth this brst year will feature a OChow-
der Bar,0 where customers can select from a
couple of different chowder bases, then add
items such as clams, crab, shrimp, bacon,
cheeses, bre roasted red peppers, artichoke
hearts, etc., to customize their meal. Kind of
like going through Subway and getting ex -

E: I donOt see that thereOs going to be anything actly what you wish on your sub.

different here on board the ship, itOs probably
going to be pretty static - DX and stateside
contacts are pretty much all we do here. We
had an ampliber in here at one time, and we
set off the bre alarms in the museum, so we
had to get rid of that - we sold it and gave the
money to the club.

K: Is there anything that you would like to say
to the brand new Ham Radio operators who
are just now coming into the hobby?

E: Enjoy and Welcome!

K: OK, thank you for your time, Ed, and 101l let
you get back to making contacts.

[That day, Ed, Don Webb [WB7SKX] and my-
self {WAT7PIX] were making contacts in Portu -
gal, Spain, and other European countries on 17
meters from the Lightship Columbia(®adio
Room, home of the Sunset Empire Amateur
Radio Club/W7BU Club Station.]

Chowder will be served either plain or in a
bread bowl. Also available in a bread bowl
will be a beer-cheese fondue with crab, along
with plenty of bread chunks for dipping (not
to mention the bowl itself as they empty it!)

We think the highlight, however, will be the
deep-fried razor clams on a stick. WeOve per
fected our recipe, and these little (well, not
little at all) tasty snacks come out perfectly
cooked with a crunchy panko (Japanese bread
crumb) coating. Served with either tartar or
cocktail sauce (freshly made, of course), these
are sure to be a big hit, and people walking
around with them will drive even more busi -
ness back to us.

So contact Nancy or Tammie (or email them
though the webmaster@w?7bu.org) to help
volunteer - we need lots of hands on this one -
itOs going to be a major portion of our yearly
cash RBow since the loss of Hood to Coast $$.
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